
Your association has a new 
committee! 

A new MAO committee was 
elected at the AGM held on 
the 28th of April, which was 
held in conjunction with the 
14th MAO Scientific Confer-
ence and Trade Exhibition. 

The new committee will be 
helmed by our new Madam 
President, Noraini Alwi from 
Kuching. Together with her 
new committee, she prom-

ised to work hard for the as-
sociation for the benefit of all 
members and also the spe-
cialty in general.  

She also extended a word of 
thanks to the previous com-
mittee, headed by Tan Yee 
Yah, for all their efforts in the 
past year.  

A profile of the new 
2008/2009 committee can 
be found on page 2. 
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The 14th MAO Sci-
entific Conference 
and Trade Exhibition 
was successfully 
held on the 27th 
and 28th of April 
2008 at the Prince 

Hotel and Resi-
dence, Kuala Lum-
pur.  

A pre-conference 
seminar on Tip-Edge 
Mechanics was also 

conducted at the 
hotel the day before. 

A report with some 
photographs of the 
events can be seen 
on Page 3 and 4. 
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Some of the new MAO committee members 

L-R: Back row: Tan Yee Yah, Sarah Haziza Abd Ghani, Rozaimah Shafiei, Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahim. Lawrence Tan 

L-R Front Row: Akbar Sham Hussin, Noraini Alwi, Tan Wee Kee, Mohd Shafeeq Hasan 

Committee 2008/09 

President: Noraini Hj Alwi 

Vice President: Tan Wee Kee 

Secretary: Mej(R) Akbar Sham Hussin 

Assistant Secretary: Wey Mang Chek 

Treasurer: Mohd Shafeeq Hasan 

Committee Members:: Rozaimah Shafiei, Abd Aziz Hj Abd Rahim 

Editor: Lawrence Tan 

Co-opted Sub-committee Members:: Tan Yee Yah, Sarah Haniza Abd Ghani 

Mao executive committee 2008/09 

 

Attention to all members!!! 

This year, the Malaysian Association of Orthodontists is suggesting a new logo for our association. Hence we are running a competition. All mem-
bers are invited to enter this competition. The rules and regulations of the competition are as follows: 

Open to all Malaysian citizens                     

Must be a member of MAO                                                       

Entries should be either: 

a) mailed to: 

Malaysian Association of Orthodontists, 

21-3A, Tingkat 2, Blok L, Jln PJU 1/3C, 

Sunway Mas Commercial Centre, 

47301, Petaling Jaya, Selangor. 

  b) e-mailed to : 

          president@mao.org.my                                                        Lets all pour our ideas and creativity for our new logo…. 



 

The MAO organized its 14th Scien-
tific Conference and Trade Exhibi-
tion on 27th and 28th of April 2008 
at the Prince Hotel and Residence, 
Kuala Lumpur. 

 

Before the Conference proper, an 
“Introduction to Tip-Edge” seminar 
was organized on the 26th of April 
at the same venue. This was a lim-
ited attendance event where par-
ticipants were exposed to the basic 
theory and stages of the Tip-Edge 
appliance. Prof Wayne Sampson 
from Australia conducted this 
seminar and he very concisely in-
structed the 30 participants by us-
ing a combination of lectures and 
typodont exercises. The Orthodon-
tic Postgraduates who were in at-
tendance were surely grateful for 
the exposure to this different appli-
ance. The senior Orthodontists 
who were already familiar with it 
were surely thankful for the revi-
sion and update especially about 
the Tip-Edge Plus bracket. 

 

The actual Conference was at-
tended by around 100 participants 
and was supported by about 15 
trade exhibitors. The Conference 
also managed to secure a few emi-
nent Orthodontists from abroad to 
share their knowledge. Prof 
Charles Burstone from the US got 
the conference going by talking 
on the biomechanical basis of Or-
thodontics and the soft tissue is-
sues especially during treatment 
planning. Prof Urban Hagg from 
Hong Kong then gave a good re-
view of treatment for Class II and 
Class III malocclusions. Prof Wayne 
Sampson also spoke and he gave a 
thoughtful lecture on the retention 
dilemma as well as on some of the 
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unusual problems with appliances. 

 

 

The MAO AGM was also held 
which saw a new team of commit-
tee members for the year 2008/09 
elected. Dr Noraini Alwi from 
Kuching, Sarawak is the new Presi-
dent and she promised to work 
hard to bring the association to 
greater heights. The new commit-
tee will also look into matters of 
concern to the members. A novel 
agenda during this year’s AGM 
was when a few life members 
were given a present by the asso-
ciation. This was as a note of ap-
preciation and acknowledgement 

of all their efforts throughout the 
years in serving the public and spe-
cialty. 

 

 

A note of thanks has to be ex-
tended to everyone who helped 
make this year’s conference a suc-
cess. This includes all the partici-
pants, sponsors and trade exhibi-
tors and not forgetting the orga-
nizing committee led by Dr Tan 
Yee Yah. An acknowledgement 
should also be extended to the 
Orthodontic Department from 
Klinik Pergigian Besar, Kuala Lum-
pur who generously allowed the 
MAO to utilize some of their mate-
rials during the conference. 
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Speakers: 
Prof Charles Burstone (USA) 
Prof Urban Hagg (Hong Kong) 
Prof Wayne Sampson (Austalia) 

Prof Sampson sharing  his expert  opinions 

14th MAO SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE AND 
TRADE EXHIBITION—REPORT 

Some of  the participants of the Pre-Conference  
Tip-Edge Seminar   

Pre-Conference Tip-Edge seminar:  
“How on earth do I bend this @*&%# wire?” 

From L-R, Prof Hagg, Prof Sampson and Prof 
Burstone, with the Organizing Committee, in im-

promptu pose for the photographer 



The venue of next year's confer-
ence has also been discussed in 
the committee meeting. Since our 
inaugural conference way back in 
1995, we have always held the 
conference in the Klang Valley for 
obvious reasons. Now that we 
have more members in our asso-
ciation, the committee feels it is the 
time to hold our conference be-
yond the Klang Valley.  

These are some of the suggested 
venues:   1. Kuching, Sarawak. 2. 
Penang Island. 3. Johor Baru.    

 

Hi colleagues, 

The MAO committee is gearing 
into the next 15th MAO AGM and 
Conference sometime in April, 
2009.  

A couple of changes have been 
brought up in our committee 
meeting recently. The conference 
will be a three day affair to acco-
modate additional speakers and 
our hard pressed for time AGM to 
cover pressing issues and to allow 
more members to voice out on our 
beloved profession and related 
matters.    

The committee will appreciate 
some feedback from our members 
on the preferred venue. The MAO 
conference needs your full support 
to make it a success. Please email 
to me at   drtwk@tm.net.my  to 
allow the committee to make the 
popular choice. Thanks .     

WK Tan, Vice-President   
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14th MAO SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE AND 
TRADE EXHIBITION—MORE photos 

NEXT YEAR ’S  CONFERENCE–  MEMBERS ’  OPINION SOUGHT 
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The actual Conference was attended by 
around 100 participants and was 
supported by about 15 trade exhibitors.  

Listening to Prof Burstone  

Prof Hagg having everybody’s attention 

Part of the Trade Exhibition 

The Poster Presentations 

The fellowship dinner 

An appeal from the Vice President: 
“We want YOUR opinion on where YOU 

would like the 2009 Conference to be held” 



MUSINGS OF A TREASURER 
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Hi guys, hope everyone is well and fine.   

 

Well, just to let you guys know that our money 
is quite safe, however I am feeling the heat in 
all direction since Madam President is breath-
ing on my neck at the moment because I re-
fused to pay her claims.  Not sure if I am al-
lowed to do that but there is always a first time. 

 

Anyway, as of the last meeting there are 11 
members with arrears in subscription and our 
ever-diligent Dr. Sarah has sent a friendly re-
minder knowing that we are usually busy and 
may have overlooked the subscription fee.  

 

We are also short of a few cents so to speak 
because of out station cheques. I know it is 
small money, however we hope that you guys 
could include the outstation cheque commis-
sion when paying by cheque. 

I was also asked to devise a way to collect the out-
standing monies and look into ways to obtain tax 
exemption in order to save the association’s 
money. I really thought that a treasurer’s job is just 
to collect money, do the balance sheet and if 
there are any discrepancies, the President will do 
the answering. Well, I guess that’s not the case, so 
guys, please help me.  

 

As for the latter, I think the best way to save our 
association’s money is not to pay claims from the 
committee…oopps. 

 

Until the next time, warmest regards to all, 

Mohd Shafeeq Hasan 

We hope that you guys could include 
the outstation cheque commission 

when paying by cheque. 

Coming soon: the specialist register 
Hello MAO members. 

The Ministry of Health is dy-
namically moving in a positive 
direction towards creating a 
National Specialist Register for 
all specialists in the Medical and 
Dental field. 

We are currently applying to 
incorporate Orthodontics to be 
recorded as a distinct specialty 
in Dentistry under the umbrella 
of Ministry of Health.  As we are 
aware, Orthodontics is a post-
graduate specialty and one of 
our aims would be to distin-
guish or recognize the practice 
of Orthodontics in Malaysia. 

We hope to get this moving 
instantaneously. Once the Min-
istry approves the motion, there 
will be a credentialing process 
for those who wish to practice 
as an Orthodontist in Malaysia.  
This will be used as a yardstick 

for all practicing orthodontists 
and this is important in a way 
as to safeguard and uphold a 
certain standard and integrity 
in our specialty.  

 

A letter to the Chairman of the 
National Credentialing Commit-
tee (NSR) has been sent out 
and we are waiting for their 
reply.  We will update the mem-
bers on the progress.  

 

Mohd Shafeeq Hasan 

NSR Sub-committee Chairman 

Once the Ministry approves the 
motion, there will be a 
credentialing process for those who 
wish to practice as an orthodontist 



HOT NEWS! MUST SHARE!!  

MUST DO IT NOW!!! 
That’s exaggerating of course but if anybody feels like sharing anything 

with the rest of the members, you are most welcomed to send it to us.  

It can news about an event or happening; an anecdote, joke, an irony 

even; a job opportunity perhaps; or a letter to say something that might 

be of interest to other members. 

Who knows? We may all benefit something form it! 

Please do send your piece in a MS Word document, and any photographs 

in JPEG format, to Editor, the Smile Times at president@mao.org.my or 

cltsl04@yahoo.co.uk 

Complying with standard practice, the Association reserves the right to 

edit and publish as it deems appropriate. 

21-3A,  Tingkat 2, Blok L, 
Jalan PJU 1/3C,  
Sunway Mas Commercial Centre, 
47301, Petaling Jaya,  
Selangor, Malaysia 
 

ceiving adequate response from YOU, 
the members, in providing us with the 
content. Please see the article above. 
The editorial committee cannot be 
responsible for writing everything so 
we hope that the association members 
are willing to chip in and make the 
newsletter a success.  

The newsletter can also perhaps be a 
way to network for opportunities. We 
are prepared to provide a space for a 
‘Classified’ section where members can 
advertise for jobs, look for employ-
ment, buy/sell stuff or perhaps even—
and I’m not kidding here– seek 
‘friendship’! If you have something to 
say, we are also prepared to include a 
‘Letters’ section. We will of course ad-
here to the usual journalistic principles. 

We Orthodontists are still a small com-
munity. Apart from during the confer-
ence, we can be a bit professionally 
isolated. The editorial committee is 
hoping that through the newsletter, 
we can connect all members in a 
meaningful way more often than once 
in a year. 

Warmest greetings to all members.  

It’s a new committee year and the 
2008/09 MAO committee headed by 
Noraini Alwi is already busy with pro-
grams and activities for the year 
ahead.  

Tan Wee Kee, who helms the subcom-
mittee for next year’s Conference is 
also hard at work. An innovation for 
this year is that you– the members– 
have the opportunity to indicate your 
preference of the conference venue. 
While KL remains an option, if the ma-
jority of members are willing to sup-
port a conference outside KL, the com-
mittee is willing to consider it. 

Many thanks to ST Loke for working 
on the newsletter in recent years. Her 
work has tremendously improved the 
quality of the publication. For this year, 
we are attempting to publish it a few 
times before next year’s conference. 
The new committee feels that the con-
tent will be fresher and perhaps more 
relevant and interesting this way.  

However, this will depend on us re-

So finally, I personally appeal to all 
members who has or wishes to share 
something to please contribute your 
thoughts to the newsletter. Details are 
as noted in the article above. If we 
have adequate content, we hope to 
publish the next issue of The Smile 
Times by early next year. 

 

Lawrence Tan 

editorial 

Website: www.mao.org.my 
E-mail: president@mao.org.my 
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But seriously……….. 
Researchers make claims that men who kiss their wives every morning and love them affectionately enjoy better health, live longer and earn more 

$$$$$$$$$$ and are more successful in life.  Research found that 90% of top business executives, no matter how rich and busy, kissed their wives 

every morning before they go off to work!  But out of 100 executives, whose careers were slipping, 52 never kissed them and 32 seldom bothered 

at all... It took a doctor from Germany 2 years with the research to conclude that a husband who kisses his wife "begins the day with a positive 

attitude" , but when a man skips his morning kiss, he's off to a negative start...So start kissing your wife in the morning. Important!!!!!!!! For those of 

you with no wife and no girlfriends, kiss your room door when you leave.  Good Luck!!!!                                                Extracted from the internet 


