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In the week running up to the 16th a!hL{/¢9Σ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘΦ άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿΗέ 

some may say! But imagine this, the 1st time the MAO ECM takes their annual event away 

from Kuala Lumpur to Kuching and news flash was that Icelandic Mountains wanted their 

share of activities after being dormant for so long! Thickened ash emitted from these 

magnificent mountains produced some spectacular problems to air travels in Europe.   

Jittery European air traffic authorities closed down much of the continent's airspace for fear 

the volcano's abrasive ash could harm jet engines. But the possibility loomed of continuing 

eruption and rising costs to airlines from ongoing disruption. Fortunately as the ash began to 

clear up, air traffic restrictions were being lifted just days leading up to the weekend of our 

conference on 24th to 26th April 2010.  

¢ƘŜ a!h ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 9/aΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴŎȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭcomed by the other 

speakers who were not affected by restricted air travels and were willing to lend a helping 

hand and fill up the Scientific Programme should any of the speakers from Europe fail to turn 

up. The ECM was delighted to know that the speakers from UK and Professor V. Cacciafesta 

from Italy had gone through great lengths to reschedule their respective flights determined 

not to let the MAO down. We have certainly been blessed that all speakers managed to 

arrive in one piece and on time!  

 

Registration for the conference commenced at 5 pm onwards on the evening of Friday 23rd 

April, 2010. Most of the delegates particularly the Specialist Orthodontists from the Ministry 

of Health took advantage of registering early as they had their annual meeting which had 

been specifically arranged to precede our conference in Kuching. Most of the traders also 

registered early to make early preparations to set up their respective booths. 

                  

Fig 1 & 2(Above; Right & Left): Participants registering for the 16
th

 MAOISCTE conference getting their 

Sarawak traditional beaded lanyards and gifts.   
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There were a total of nine speakers to address the delegates, six international and three local 

speakers. The international eminent speakers were Professor Dr. Vittorio Cacciafesta (Italy), 

Professor Dr Fraser McDonald, Dr Iain Buchanan, Dr D Waring from the United Kingdom, and 

Professor Dr. Vijay P. Jayade and Professor Dr Girish Karandikar from India. The distinguished 

local speakers included Chairperson of the Sub-specialty Committee in Orthodontics, Dr Hjh 

Che Fatimah Awang and Datuk Dr Ahmad Ridzwan Arshad, Consultant Plastic and 

Reconstructive Surgeon from Hospital KL.  

 

            
Fig3: ECMs with APOS guests and Datuk Dr A Ridzwan            Fig 4: Group photo with Tan Sri Ismail 

 

The Scientific Programme kick-ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ōȅ 5Ǌ Lŀƛƴ .ǳŎƘŀƴŀƴ ƻƴ άaŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

ƻŦ IȅǇƻŘƻƴǘƛŀέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ƴƻƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ YBhg Tan Sri 

5ŀǘƻΩ {ŜǊƛ 5ǊΦ IƧ Mohd Ismail Merican, Director General of Health Services of Malaysia, as the 

keynote speaker.  Tan Sri captivated the participants through his talk entitled άaedico-

Dental Industry: - Brace CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜέ. He shared his views on the current trends in the 

Medico-Dental Industry of Malaysia and the ways that the Orthodontic fraternity can 

contribute both directly and indirectly to the Industry, making Malaysia one of the leading 

destinations for Medical and Dental Tourism such that we offer high quality services at 

affordable prices. His challenge and punchline ǿŀǎ ά!ǊŜ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ hǊǘƘƻŘƻƴǘƛǎǘǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜΚέ 

 

                
CƛƎ рΥ ¢ŀƴ {Ǌƛ 5ŀǘƻ {ŜǊƛΩ 5Ǌ aƻƘŘ LǎƳŀƛƭ aŜǊƛŎŀƴ                    CƛƎ сΥ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǎŜŀǘŜŘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǎǘȅƭŜ 
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Fig 7: Professor Fraser McDonald        Fig 8: Dr David Waring 

 

 

This year, the scientific programme was pitched at a level not only suitable for Specialist 

Orthodontists but also for Postgraduates in Orthodontics and Dental Officers who showed an 

interest in the field of Orthodontics. The topics discussed included the current trends in 

management of hypodontia and ectopic canines.  The eminent Professor Fraser McDonald 

also discussed the scientific basis of Class II mechanics, the aetiology of external apical root 

resorption and the accuracy of current fixed appliance systems available in the market today. 

Professor Vittorio Cacciafesta gave an excellent overview on the difficulties relating to 

Orthodontic treatment of adult European patients who often presented with high 

expectation of treatment outcomes. This year, we were also honoured to have two 

renowned speakers Professor Vijay P Jayade and Professor G Karandikar from the Indian 

Orthodontic Society who came to give us their personal support and at the same time 

working towards maintaining bilateral ties between the 2 nations where Orthodontics is 

concerned within the Asian Pacific region.  At the local front, Datuk Dr Ahmad Ridzwan and 

Dr Hjh Che Fatimah Awang shared their respective experiences with participants on 

treatment of Cleft Lip and Palate Cases. 

              

Fig 9 & 10:  (Above left) Dr Buchanan answering a question from the floor during the Q & A session: (Above 

right) Dr Norazian posing a question to the panel 

 

The following was the outline for the Scientific Programme:- 
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SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 

 FRIDAY, April  23, 2010  

5 : 0 0  p m  ð 9 . 0 0  p m         òEarly Birdó Registration 

 

 SATURDAY, April  24, 2010  

0 7 : 30  am  ð 0 8 : 20  am          Registration 

0 8 : 20  am  ð 0 8 : 30  am  Opening Address by the President of the Malaysian Association  of Orthodontist s 
Dr Noraini Hj Alwi  

0 8 : 30  am  ð 0 9 : 30  am 

E
x
h

ib
it
s
 O

p
e

n 

Lecture: D r Iain Buchanan  ð òManagement of Hypodontia Ió 

0 9 : 30  am  ð 1 0 : 30  am Lecture: Datuk Dr Ahmad Ridzuan & Dr Hjh Che Fatimah  Awang ð ò Cleft lip / palate 
Management ó 

1 0 : 30  am  -  1 1 : 00  am Tea Break and Trade Exhibition 

1 1 : 00  am  -  1 2 : 00  pm Keynote Speaker  
Lecture: Y.Bhg Tan Sri Datoõ Seri Dr. Ismail bin Merican - Medico-denta l Industry in 

Malaysia ð Brace for the Future.ó 

1 2 . 00  pm  ð 13 . 00  pm Lecture: Professor Fraser McDonald ð òAccuracy of Current Fixed Appliance 
                     Systemsó 

1 3 : 0 0  p m  ð1 4 : 0 0  p m Lunch Break and Trade Exhibition  

1 4 . 00  pm  ð 15 . 00  pm Lecture: Dr David Waring ð òOrthodontic Management of Unerupted Teethó 

1 5 . 00  pm  ð 16 . 00  pm Lecture: Professor Fraser McDonald ð òRoot Resorptionó 

1 6 : 0 0  p m  ð1 6 : 3 0  p m Tea Break and Trade Exhibition  

1 9 : 30  pm  ð 22 : 00  pm Formal Dinner: òNight Of A Thousand Smilesó 
Dress Code: Black Tie (formal)  

Launched and officiated by YAB Chief minister of Sarawak  

At Borneo Convention Centre Kuching 

 (Transportation pick up at Hilton Hotel Lobby) 
All Registered Delegates/Invited Guests/Speakers complimentary  

Accompanying Guests RM100/pax 
(heavily subsidis ed by the State Government of Sarawak & Sarawak Convention Bureau)  

  

 

 

  
 SUNDAY, April 25, 2010  

0 7 : 30  am  ð 0 8 : 00  am          Registration 

0 8 : 00  am  ð 0 9 . 30  am 

E
x
h

ib
it
s
 O

p
e

n 

Lecture: Professor  Vittorio Cacciafesta ð òNew Horizons in the T reatment of Adult s with 
Compromised Periodontiumó 

0 9 . 30  am  ð 1 0 : 00  am Tea Break and Trade Exhibition  

1 0 : 00  am  -  1 3 : 00  pm MAO Annual General Meeting  

1 3 : 0 0  p m  ð1 4 : 0 0  p m Lunch Break and Trade Exhibition  



 

6 | P a g e 
 

1 4 : 00  pm  -  15 : 30  pm Lecture: Dr Iain Buchanan ð òManagement of Hypodontia IIó 

1 5 : 30  pm  -  16 : 30  pm Professor Vijay P. Jayade ð ò Torque in Orthodontics: The Need to De-torque our 
Thinkingó 

1 6 : 3 0  p m  ð1 7 : 0 0  p m Tea Break and Trade Exhibition  

1 8 : 0 0 p m  s h a r p Transport from Conference Hotel to Sarawak Cultural Village 

 (Transportation pick up at hotel lobby) 

1 9 : 30  pm  ð 22 : 00  pm Informal Dinner : òNight In The Rainforestó 
Dress Code: Casual (Informal)  

All Registered Delegates/Invited Guests/Speakers complimentary  
Accompanying Guests RM75 /pax 

(heavily subsidised by the State Government of Sarawak, Sarawak Convention Bureau & MAO )  

          22:00 pm           Transport from Sarawak Cultural Village to Conference Hotel  

  

 

 MONDAY, April 26, 2010 

0 7 . 30 am  ð 0 8 . 00  am 

E
x
h

ib
it
s
 O

p
e

n 

                                                            Registration                                                         

0 8 : 00  am  -  0 9 : 15  pm Lecture: Dr David Waring ð òContemporary Orthodontic Treatment of Adultsó 

09.15 am ð 10.00  am   Lecture: Professor Girish Karandikar - "Stretching the Envelope: Treatment of Atypical 
Cases" 

1 0 : 00  am  ð 1 0 . 30  am Tea Break and Trade Exhibition  

1 0 . 3 0 a m  ð 1 1 . 3 0  am Free Communication Session 

1 1 : 30  am  -  1 2 : 30  pm Lecture: Professor Fraser McDonald ð òAvailable Evidence on Functional Appliancesó 

1 2 : 3 0  p m  ð1 3 : 3 0  p m Lunch Break and Trade Exhibition  

1 3 : 30  pm  -  14 : 30  pm Lecture: Dr Iain Buchanan ð òRetentionó 

1 4 : 30  pm  -  15 : 30  pm Lecture: Professor Vijay P. Jayade ð ò The Orthodontistõs Role in Navigating 
Orthognathic Surgeryó 

1 5 : 30  pm  -  16 : 30  pm Question & Answer Session/Panel Discussion/Appreciation/Photoshoot  

1 6 : 3 0  p m  ð1 7 : 3 0  p m Tea Break and Trade Exhibition  
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Tea breaks were more than welcomed by delegates and speakers alike. Drinks and food were served 

at the foyer just outside the conference hall. Participants were encouraged ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜǊǎΩ 

booths to enjoy the special conference discounts on the various orthodontic products currently 

available in the market. Delegates socialised, making new acquaintances and renewing old 

friendships. It was the perfect time to catch up with current trends and news amongst friends and 

colleagues.  It was also great to see that the opportunity was seized by all participants to get as many 

photos taken as possible to capture the limelight and glamour of our annual event. It was a great 

avenue for the Dental Officers intending to specialise in the field of Orthodontics and for 

Postgraduates to meet up and seek advice from the various guest speakers from the UK who are 

involved in running postgraduate courses in Orthodontics in the UK.  

 

                  
Fig 12: Participants enjoying the tea-breaks               Fig 11: Dr Tan Yee Yah having a serious discussion         

 

Complimentary lunch was provided buffet style on a daily basis at the Toh Yuen Chinese restaurant 

by the lobby at Hilton. {ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ±Ltǎ ƭƛƪŜ ¸.ƘƎ ¢ŀƴ {Ǌƛ 5ŀǘƻΩ {ŜǊƛ 5ǊΦ LǎƳŀƛƭ ōƛƴ aŜǊƛŎŀƴΣ ƎǳŜǎǘ 

speakers and invited guest from the Asian Pacific Orthodontic Society, were treated to lunch in a 

private function room within Toh Yuen restaurant whilst being entertained by the ECMs of MAO. 

Guests were treated to a wide variety of local cuisine and there was plenty to go around! 

              

Fig 13: Dr Noraini, YBhg Tan Sri and Dr Pamela at lunch     Fig 14: Guests having a civilised discussion 


